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But this was only amusement and Franklin had much
bigger ideas. He believed that the dazzling flash of
lisrhtnins in a thunderstorm and the small electric spark
he was able to make with his Leyden jar were the same
thinsf and caused by the same force, and he set himself
to prove it by getting an electric spark from a storm-
cloud.
How was he to do it? He remembered his old skill
in flying kites, and that gave him an idea. So he took
a kite and fitted a light iron spike to the top. Then to
the earth end of the string he tied an iron key, and
waited impatiently for the next storm. Presently it
came, and Franklin flew his kite up into the black
storm-cloud overhead, and then waited to see what
would happen. He was not kept long in suspense. As
the rain wetted the string, electricity from the cloud
began to pass down it to the key, and when Franklin
put his hand close to the key out flew a spark just like
the one he could obtain from his Leyden jar. He had
proved that the electricity in the storm-cloud and the
electricity in the jar were the same.
What use could he make of this discovery? Again
Franklin set his brain to work. In those days there were
no lightning conductors, and high buildings were often
struck during thunderstorms. Gould not his discovery
be used in some manner to prevent such accidents? If
a piece of string could draw lightning from a cloud, a
metal rod would do the same thing much better, and
if that metal rod could be used to attract the lightning
away from high buildings, then the danger of such build-
ings being struck would be lessened. So Franklin must

